
HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER 

 

LETTER OF AGREEMENT 

 

EFFECTIVE:07/15/2020 

 

SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERFACILITY COORDINATION 

 

1. PURPOSE. This agreement establishes coordinated procedures and defines delegation of 

airspace between the Virtual Jacksonville ARTCC (ZJX) and the Virtual Houston ARTCC (ZHU). 

This agreement is supplemental to procedures contained within FAA Order 7110.65. 

 

2. DISCLAIMER. Information contained herein is designed and specifically for use in a virtual air 

traffic control environment. It is not applicable, nor should it be referenced for live operations in 

the National Airspace System (NAS). 

 

3. CANCELLATION. This agreement cancels all prior Letters of Agreement between the Virtual 

Jacksonville ARTCC (ZJX) and the Virtual Houston ARTCC (ZHU). 

 

4. ABBREVIATIONS.   

  

AFB   Air Force Base 

  ARTC   Air Route Traffic Control 

  ATCAA  Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace 

  AUX   Auxiliary 

  EAS   En Route Automation System 

 ERAM   En Route Automation Modernization 

FAA   Federal Aviation Administration 

FL   Flight Level 

JO   Joint Order 

JRB   Joint Reserve Base 

  LOA   Letter of Agreement 

MOA   Military Operations Area 

NAS   Naval Air Station 

NM   Nautical Mile 

PAM   Tyndall AFB 

P31   Pensacola Approach Control 

  SAA  Special Activity Airspace 

STAR   Standard Terminal Arrival Route 

W   Warning Area 

ZHU   Houston ARTC Center 

ZJX   Jacksonville ARTC Center 

ZMA   Miami ARTC Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

5. COORDINATION PROCEDURES.  

a. Handoffs shall be accomplished no later than 10nm from the ZJX/ZHU Boundary.  

b. It will not be necessary to coordinate inappropriate altitude for direction of flight on aircraft 

departing the Pensacola Terminal Area assigned an interim altitude of FL230. 

c. When using vERAM or VRC, mandatory radar handoffs suffice for coordination on aircraft 

climbing or descending to the altitude displayed in the data block. The altitude may be an 

interim altitude, or the altitude forwarded by the Controller Client. It will be the responsibility of 

the receiving controller to verbally impose any necessary restrictions for an aircraft for the 

purpose of separation, through the transferring controller. 

d. Transponder codes may be changed within 15nm of the mutual boundary without prior 

coordination provided both facilities are operating under EAS/ERAM. 

6. ARRIVALS. 

a. ZHU will ensure: 

a. Turbojet aircraft at or above FL240 landing CEW or the Eglin Terminal Area must be 

routed via J2.CEW..(direct destination). These aircraft must cross the ZHU/ZJX boundary 

at FL240. 

b. Aircraft landing the Pensacola Terminal Area which are established on V198/V241, or 

cleared via direct LOXLY..PENSI, must cross LOXLY at 11,000 feet and 250 knots or 

less. 

b. ZJX will ensure: 

a. Aircraft landing MSY and NEW must be cleared over SJI or GPT, and issued the SLIDD 

STAR. 

b. Aircraft landing the New Orleans Terminal Area must cross the ZHU/ZJX boundary level 

at an altitude correct for direction of flight at or below FL320. 

c. Aircraft landing the Gulfport Terminal Area must cross the common ZHU/ZJX boundary at 

or below FL300, descending to FL240. 

d. Aircraft landing the Houston Terminal Area must be routed on airways or a filed STAR 

and may be cleared direct no farther west than SJI, HRV, LEV, SNYDE Intersection or 

SHREQ Waypoint. 

e. Aircraft landing ECP must be routed V198/J2.DEFUN..CUGAR..ECP. These aircraft must 

cross the ZHU/ZJX boundary at or below FL250. 



HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

f. Aircraft landing in the Jackson Terminal Area must cross the ZHU/ZJX boundary level at 

an altitude correct for direction of flight at or below FL340, or must be routed via direct 

GCV..(direct destination) 

7. OVERFLIGHTS. 

a. Aircraft landing in the Dallas/Fort Worth Terminal Area must be routed on airways or a filed 

STAR, or direct AEX for the filed STAR. 

b. Eastbound aircraft, from the ZHU Leeville (24) Sector, landing MCO, PIE, TPA, or DAB, must 

be cleared to remain north of aircraft landing MIA, FLL, FXE, or EYW. 

c. Eastbound aircraft, from the ZHU Leeville (24) Sector, landing MIA, FLL, FXE, or EYW, must 

be cleared to remain south of aircraft landing MCO, PIE, TPA, or DAB. 

d. Westbound aircraft filed over HRV must be cleared to remain north of aircraft filed over LEV 

e. Westbound aircraft filed over LEV must be cleared to remain south of aircraft filed over HRV. 

8. MICELLANEOUS. 

a. Deviations from procedures outlined in this agreement may be made only after completion of 

coordination, which defines responsibility in each case. 

9. ATTACHMENTS: 

a. ANNEX 1: Delegation of Airspace 

b. ANNEX 2: Terminal Areas and Other Airports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

Peter Shivery       Marcus Miller 

Air Traffic Manager      Air Traffic Manager 

vJacksonville ARTCC      vHouston ARTCC 

 

 

____________________________ 

Wes Miles 

Southern Region Director 

VATUSA 

 



HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

ANNEX 1 

Delegation of Airspace. 

 

  

ZHU-25 

BFM 110-230 

127.65 

ZHU-24 

LEV 110-ABV 

132.17 

ZHU-63 

MOB 240-340 

125.77 

ZJX -10 

METTA SFC-230 

135.05 

(When 13 is closed) 

ZJX - 13 

ASHBURN SFC – 230 

134.45 

ZJX - 30 

NEPTA 240 – ABV 

134.45 

ZHU-37 

HBG 350-ABV 

126.870 

ZHU-30 

OFF E SFC-110 

134.900 



HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

 

 

ANNEX 1 (CONT’D) 

Delegation of Airspace. 

 

  

ZTL-11 

MVC 

240 - ABV 

 

ZHU-63 

MOB 

240-ABV 

 

 

ZHU-24 

LEV 

110-ABV 

ZHU-72 

OCEAN EAST 

SFC-ABV 

ZJX-30 

NEPTA 

240-ABV 

ZJX-30 

NEPTA 

240-ABV 

ZME-46 

MEI 

240-ABV 

 

 

ZHU-37 

HBG 350-ABV 

ZHU-30 

OFF E SFC-110 
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SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

 

ANNEX 1 (CONT’D) 

Delegation of Airspace. 

 

  

ZHU-24 

LEV 

SFC-ABV 

 

ZJX - 13 

ASHBURN  

SFC – 230 

ZJX - 10 

METTA  

SFC – 230 
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SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

ANNEX 1 (CONT’D) 

Delegation of Airspace. 

 

  

ZHU-72 

OCEAN EAST 

SFC-ABV 

 

ZHU-24 

LEV 

110-ABV 

 ZHU-30 

OFF E SFC-110 



HOUSTON ARTC CENTER AND JACKSONVILLE ARTC CENTER LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
SUBJECT: RADAR HANDOFF AND INTERCENTER COORDINATION AND HANDOFF PROCEDURES, 
EFFECTIVE:  

ANNEX 2 

TERMINAL AREAS AND OTHER AIRPORTS 

 

 


